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Curriculum Vitae 
Cassandra A. Atkin-Plunk, Ph.D. 

 
School of Criminology and Criminal Justice | Florida Atlantic University (FAU) 

777 Glades Road, SO 222 | Boca Raton, FL 33431 
Office: (561) 247-0519 | Email: catkinplunk@fau.edu 

Twitter: @AtkinPlunkPhD | Google Scholar 
 
EDUCATIONcourt clients’ perceptions of procedural justice on 

compliance with court mandates and recidivism. 
  

2010 Master of Arts | Criminal Justice and Criminology | SHSU  
Thesis: Employer attitudes toward the hiring of ex-offenders: A Texas sample. 

   
2008 Bachelor of Science | Criminal Justice with a minor in Chemistry | SHSU  
 Magna Cum Laude  
  
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE  
 
Administrative  
8/2023-Present Interim Director | School of Criminology and Criminal Justice |  FAU 
1/2023-6/2023 Interim Associate Dean of Academic Affairs and Student Services | College 

of Social Work and Criminal Justice | FAU 
7/2021-8/2023  Associate Director | School of Criminology and Criminal Justice |  FAU 
9/2020-6/2021  Interim Associate Director | School of Criminology and Criminal Justice |  FAU 
8/2018-8/2020  Graduate Coordinator | School of Criminology and Criminal Justice |  FAU 
 
Faculty 
2020-Present Associate Professor with Tenure | School of Criminology and Criminal Justice |  FAU 
2022-Present Faculty Affiliate | Cent  |  FAU

 
 
AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION  
 

Program and Policy Evaluation | Evidence-Based Practices | Corrections | Reentry |  
Problem-Solving Courts | Procedural Justice 

 
REFEREED SCHOLARLY MANUSCRIPTS  

N = 19 | Google Scholar citation count = 749 | Google Scholar h-index = 12 | i10-index = 12 
*Student author 

 
2023 Atkin-Plunk, C. A. Examining the effects of a transitional employment program for formerly 

incarcerated people on employment and recidivism: A randomized controlled trial during 
COVID-19. Journal of Experimental Criminology. 

 Online first June 26, 2023 | DOI: 10.1007/s11292-023-09578-6 
 Media coverage: https://www.fau.edu/newsdesk/articles/employment-incarceration-study.php  
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2022 Fallik, S., *Gardner, S., *Remillard, A., *Venuto, T., Atkin-Plunk, C., & Dobrin, A. Defining 
hate: A content analysis of state hate crime legislation in the United States of America. Victims & 
Offenders. 

 Online first November 17, 2022 | DOI: 10.1080/15564886.2022.2140729  
 Media coverage: https://www.fau.edu/newsdesk/articles/hate-crime-legislation.php  
 Media coverage: https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/investigations/2023/08/29/hate-crime-

report-center-study-hate-extremism/70673688007/  
  
2021 Douds, A. S., Ahlin, E. M., Atkin-Plunk, C. A., & *Posteraro, M. Noble intent is not enough to 

run vet court mentoring programs: A qualitative study of mentors’ role orientation and 
responsibilities. Journal of Qualitative Criminal Justice and Criminology, 10(2). 

  Online first April 6, 2021 |  DOI: 10.21428/88de04a1.a897747a 
 
2021 Atkin-Plunk, C. A., Armstrong, G. S., & *Dalbir, N. Veteran treatment court client perceptions 

of procedural justice and recidivism. Criminal Justice Policy Review, 32(5), 501-522. 
 Online first May 23, 2020 |  DOI: 10.1177/0887403420920334  
 
2021 Maguire, E. R., Atkin-Plunk, C. A., & Wells, W. The effects of procedural justice on 

cooperation and compliance among inmates in a work release program. Justice Quarterly

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0887403420920334?casa_token=eUxF9_OXi54AAAAA%3ABOqVgJaCFLKBU1G1ftGEJ0RMqqFTF-GzEURVm59D7Ef4Gb9cuez5JkpO98qWaqmvn-iXejOuYsVWBw
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/07418825.2019.1634753?casa_token=BSGSJz66_8sAAAAA%3AxU10Y2b3ZbpP9qev8NV_Xu2QEHi_lJQPaliNqG6Rt6THu3OlfS1dLbYFNXPBMGXjliqqSrvlzdH-zA
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10511253.2020.1819358?casa_token=4l0-79JIqGwAAAAA%3AwUPVuTHCYRYo9OYLn55MFlFFPnktxOIswmlFCbHRo0FsNlPzr91uSBAxYTRIcC_n3MLQx4ZdS2VtUg
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15564886.2019.1711277?casa_token=2RhmqM7p_4sAAAAA%3ATUtYFnp9unXvTf15PmT_zmmqndciaqOsLEIIODCQFG8RWC0BPXBw1xqoCWDVMkcjGqwHOo_3f1oXfg
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0886260517714440?casa_token=mFE4avwy538AAAAA%3AJrHdEoBR-OwjRbx-W1v1WcgagLEZvGdIAgrTk_-CdJQNfoxNgyUx4jZd_cub_zD_mu0Cxd68V6BT1Q
https://www.newswise.com/articles/gay,-bisexual,-sexually-abused-male-inmates-more-fearful-of-prison-rape,-more-open-to-therapy
https://www.newswise.com/articles/gay,-bisexual,-sexually-abused-male-inmates-more-fearful-of-prison-rape,-more-open-to-therapy
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0734016818793698?casa_token=4jKxWLVYk6gAAAAA%3Aw9XgynXBe27KZzsRsk5sEhicVLyIqLf2ibHn7ElOdQgAJG611BPwlKE9koK0Mtd9UEROXY0-1-qZvQ
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0887403418762532?casa_token=IfOluxese-kAAAAA%3A109u06vV1lprxGpiXiM2-qFcl_jofqFAiyh4AN2xRCDMNwsrevh0Udi4AQJ87ksHQzp--9yX7MFjuA
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/2153368717691800?casa_token=agKeeVE0rdsAAAAA%3AodyW8S_tSl6IR5JIXol5PSV5soVgWY1jHkAGiZZecHpSly0RCZ4HTwWrGzqoO5ZZxh_vMQq_xplaLg
https://justiceinnovation.org/articles/problem-solving-courts-research-round-november-2017
https://justiceinnovation.org/articles/problem-solving-courts-research-round-november-2017


https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0093854818772320?casa_token=JSIoG0zaf90AAAAA%3ARmV1Pm2BWByB-2d5yJmJDdbit3Zv2AgYVF0q_kYv7mgzGguVJV1z5M6y_ruR92shI7ZSSfnGzW-19Q
https://thecrimereport.org/2018/10/19/moms-play-critical-roles-in-reducing-recidivism-study/
https://thecrimereport.org/2018/10/19/moms-play-critical-roles-in-reducing-recidivism-study/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10509674.2016.1229712?casa_token=q4wp0aNlWJkAAAAA%3A9v2fN7R5vEfGWeY71BeihD3bljgVydpCi7u8JubWzCk_EzckLI87f4PXr6h17bT7enHWeqM-iuP3Gw
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0093854816639082?casa_token=CfSREgP0ce0AAAAA%3A2rVNw6Qo_9IdUhSGHBd2kwL-g1uDbs2Bwf_fEbPhtDSxvfGJDLuWH774TD4YrV_-In37snaiYinyIg
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0093854815582221?casa_token=EIlWTPDREoAAAAAA%3AoyyB8yY9yV--B0356Z4FFWsykT2lLhlRoroviu5iBWD1uM5x-nAsR50YvN1nMma2GoQt0ggDtfbZhw
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2019 Principal Investigator. Palm Beach County School and Community Violence Prevention Task Force 
Evaluation. Co-Principal Investigator: Dr. Vaughn J. Crichlow. Funded by the Bureau of Justice 
Assistance (2018-MO-BX-0009), contract through Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office. Total 
amount to FAU: $150,000. Funded January 1, 2019 through December 31, 2022. 

 
2019 Principal Investigator. Recidivism Data Validation Study. Funded by The GEO Group, Inc. Total 

amount to FAU: $5,673. Funded January 2, 2019 through May 11, 2019. 
 
2018 Principal Investigator. Frequent Users System Engagement (FUSE) Evaluation.  

Co-Principal Investigator: Dr. Seth W. Fallik. Funded by the MacArthur Foundation, contract 
through Palm Beach County Criminal Justice Commission. Total amount to FAU: $128,257. 
Funded August 14, 2018 through March 13, 2022. 
 

2018 Principal Investigator. Palm Beach County Regional and State Transitional Offender Reentry 
(RESTORE) Initiative Evaluation. Funded by the Bureau of Justice Assistance (2017-CZ-BX-
0003), contract through Palm Beach County Department of Public Safety and Justice Services. 
Total amount to FAU: $135,128. Funded January 1, 2018 through September 30, 2021. 

 
2017 Principal Investigator. Continuum of Care Evaluation. Funded by The GEO Group, Inc. Total 

amount to FAU: $23,500. Funded October 1, 2017 through May 1, 2018. 
 
2015 Principal Investigator. Evaluation of Florida Department of Corrections Re-entry Center and Portal 

Replication Initiative. Co-Principal Investigator: Dr. Lincoln B. Sloas. Funded by the Bureau of 
Justice Assistance, contract through Florida Department of Corrections. Total amount to FAU: 
$54,277. Funded May 26, 2015 through March 31, 2018. 

 
2013 Data Analyst. Texas Department of Criminal Justice-Windham School District Correctional Education 

Program Outcome Evaluation. Principal Investigator: Dr. Gaylene S. Armstrong. Funded by the 
Windham School District 

 
2013 Data Manager. Evaluation of the Nueces County, Texas Veteran’s Drug Treatment and Mental Health 

Court. Principal Investigator: Dr. Gaylene S. Armstrong. Funded by the Texas Department of 
Criminal Justice 
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2023 Fallik, S. W., Atkin-Plunk, C. A., & Crichlow, V. C. Palm Beach County Crime Gun Intelligence 
Center 2022 Annual Report. Report submitted to the Bureau of Justice Assistance and Palm Beach 
County Sheriff's Office. 90 pages. 

 
2022  Atkin-Plunk, C. A., & Crichlow, V. C. Palm Beach County School and Community Violence Prevention 

Project – Report #4. Report submitted to the Bureau of Justice Assistance and Palm Beach County 
Sheriff’s Office. 42 pages. 

 
2022 Atkin-Plunk, C. A., & Fallik, S. W. Evaluation of the Palm Beach County Frequent Users System 

Engagement (PalmFUSE) Program. Final report submitted to the Palm Beach County Criminal 
Justice Commission. 104 pages. 

 
2022 Atkin-Plunk, C. A., & Crichlow, V. C. Palm Beach County School and Community Violence Prevention 

Project – Report #3. Report submitted to the Bureau of Justice Assistance and Palm Beach County 
Sheriff’s Office. 50 pages. 

 
2022 Fallik, S. W., Atkin-Plunk, C. A., & Crichlow, V. C. Palm Beach County Crime Gun Intelligence 

Center 2021 Annual Report. Report submitted to the Bureau of Justice Assistance and Palm Beach 
County Sheriff's Office. 77 pages. 

 
2022 Atkin-Plunk, C. A. The Lord’s Place Second Chance Act (SCA) RESTORE Enhancement Initiative: 

Year 1 Evaluation Report. Report submitted to the Bureau of Justice Assistance and The Lord’s 
Place. 52 pages. 

 
2022 Atkin-Plunk, C. A. Evaluation of the Palm Beach County Innovations in Reentry Initiative (IRI) 

Transitional Employment Program. Final report submitted to the Bureau of Justice Assistance and 
Palm Beach County Public Safety Department. 103 pages. 

 
2021 Atkin-Plunk, C. A., & Guastaferro, W. P. Palm Beach County Reentry Evaluation Report #1: Making 

Data-Driven Decisions. Report submitted to the Palm Beach County Reentry Task Force. 35 pages. 
 
2021 Atkin-Plunk, C. A., & Crichlow, V. C. Palm Beach County School and Community Violence Prevention 

Project – 
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2022 *Rocco, R., & Atkin-Plunk, C. A. Prison-based animal programs: Student perceptions. Paper presented 
at the annual meeting of the American Society of Criminology, Atlanta, GA. 

 
2022 Malkin, M. L., Atkin-Plunk, C. A., & Guastaferro, W. P. Successes and failures of a gambling diversion 

treatment court: An evaluation. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Society of 
Criminology, Atlanta, GA. 

 
2022 Atkin-Plunk, C. A. The implementation, evaluation, and outcomes of a transitional employment program. 

Presented at the second Palm Beach County Reentry Summit, West Palm Beach, FL.  
 
2022 Guastaferro, W. P., Cain, C., & Atkin-Plunk, C. A. A comparison of inmate and correctional staff 

perceptions of preventing sexual assault in jail. Paper accepted to be presented at the 37th International 
Congress on Law and Mental Health, Lyon, France. Paper was 
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2010 Atkin, C. A., & Armstrong, G. S. Employer attitudes toward hiring ex-offenders: A Texas sample. Paper 
presented at the annual meeting of the American Society of Criminology, San Francisco, CA. 

 
2010 Atkin, C. A. The new and challenging world of social media. Presentation for the biannual meeting of 

the American Correctional Association, Chicago, IL 
 
INVITED SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS  
 
2023 Rowlands, G. & Atkin-Plunk, C. A. Practical advice for securing grant funding and creating sustainable 

practitioner-researcher partnerships. Presented at the inaugural Palm Beach County Threat 
Management Conference, West Palm Beach, FL (April 3, 2023). 

 
2022 Atkin-Plunk, C. A. Palm Beach County Innovations in Reentry Initiative Transitional Employment Final 

Evaluation Report. Presented to the Palm Beach County Reentry Task Force (April 27, 2022). 
 
2022 Atkin-Plunk, C. A., & Guastaferro, W. P. Palm Beach County Reentry Evaluation Report #1: Making 

Data-Driven Decisions. Presented to the Palm Beach County Reentry Task Force (January 26, 
2022). 

 
2021 Atkin-Plunk, C. A. Research in Action: Can communities help stop re-offending? Hosted by the FAU 

Division of Research, Virtual (December 2, 2021). 
 
2021 Atkin-Plunk, C. A. MSCCJ Professional Development: Preventing Plagiarism Using APA Citations. 

Hosted by the MSCCJ Graduate Committee, Boca Raton, FL (October 19, 2021). 
 
2021 Atkin-Plunk, C. A., & Foley, A. “Are you boots on the ground?” Finding your path to making a difference. 

Presented to students from the University of North Florida’s Intergroup Dialogue Among 
Diverse Populations (LDR3240) course, Virtual (March 4, 2021). 

 
2020 Atkin-Plunk, C. A. Research in Action: Employment after imprisonment. Co-hosted by the FAU 

Division of Research and the Boca Raton Downtown Public Library, Boca Raton, FL (April 23, 
2020). *This event was cancelled due to COVID-19. 

https://www.palmbeachpost.com/news/local-govt--politics/fau-prof-police-critics-like-body-cameras-for-different-reasons/MzuIs09b83jNOJ3l2kHfXO/
https://www.palmbeachpost.com/news/local-govt--politics/fau-prof-police-critics-like-body-cameras-for-different-reasons/MzuIs09b83jNOJ3l2kHfXO/
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2016 Atkin-Plunk, C. A. Poverty, Racial, Bias, and Excessive Punishment. Discussant at the Pax Christi 
Palm Beach panel on The Challenges of the Death Penalty, West Palm Beach, FL. (May 19, 2016). 
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2021-2023 SCCJ Bylaws Committee, chair 
2021-2022 SCCJ Simulation Decision Making Lab Steering Committee, member 
2021  SCCJ Scholarship Committee, member 
2020-2023 SCCJ Executive Leadership Committee, member 
2020-2023 SCCJ Promotion, Tenure, Third Year Review, and Annual Review Committee, member 
   Spring 2022 – Committee chair  
2020-2022 MSCCJ Graduate Committee, member 
2020-2021 SCCJ Academic Program Review Committee, member 
2020  SCCJ Sustained Performance Evaluation Committee, member 
2018-2020 MSCCJ Graduate Committee, chair  
2018  SCCJ Director Search Committee, member  
2017-2018 SCCJ Marketing liaison 
2017  SCCJ Assistant and Associate Professor Search Committee, member 
2016  Death Row Exoneree Guest Speaker: Seth Penalver, coordinator 
2015-2017 SCCJ Website liaison  
2015-2016 SCCJ Assistant Professor Search Committee, member 
2015  SCCJ Undergraduate Criminology Assessment Committee, member 
2014-2018 SCCJ Speaker Series Committee, member 
2014-2015 MSCCJ Graduate Program Committee, member 
 
Service to the Discipline 
2023 Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences, Awards Committee 

Criminal Justice Agency or Non-Profit Organization Leadership and Innovation 
Award Selection Committee, chair 

2023 Promotion and Tenure External Reviewer (University of Alabama)  
2022-2023 American Society of Criminology, 2023 Program Committee, member  

Chair for sub-area Advances in Evaluation Research 
2022-present American Society of Criminology, Division of Public Opinion and Policy 
  2022-present Communications Committee, member 
2020 Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences, Corrections Section 
  John Howard Award Selection Committee, member 
2017-present American Society of Criminology, Division on Corrections and Sentencing 

2022-present Executive Counselor (elected)  
2022-present Outreach Committee, chair 
2022-present Special Events Committee, member 

  2021-2022 Mentoring for Success Program, mentor 
2021  Outreach Committee, member 

  2021  Nominations and Awards Committee, member 
  2020  Program Committee, member 
  2019  Student Affairs Committee, mentor 
  2017  Student Affairs Committee, member 
2016 National Science Foundation, Law and Social Sciences, proposal reviewer  
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Service to the Community 
2023-present Palm Beach County (PBC) 2024 Reentry Summit, co-chair 
2021-2022 PBC School & Community Safety Initiative, Behavioral Health Track 
  Prevention Workgroup, member 
  Intervention Workgroup, member 
2020-2022 PBC 2022 Reentry Summit, co-chair 
  Note: This Summit was originally planned to be held in October 2020 

 Media coverage: https://www.wptv.com/news/region-c-palm-beach-county/west-
palm-beach/palm-beach-county-reentry-summit-works-to-reintegrate-inmates-
after-release-from-prison 

 Media coverage: https://www.wlrn.org/local-news/2022-09-27/experts-and-
returning-citizens-want-to-break-down-the-barriers-for-life-after-jail 
Media coverage: https://www.fau.edu/sw-cj/news/reentry-summit-advisory/ 
Media coverage: 
https://www.facebook.com/100000247510357/videos/3229614450620610/  

2020-present Dachshund Rescue of South Florida, foster family 
2019-2020 PBC 2020 Reentry Summit Planning Committee, member 
  Program Subcommittee, chair  
2019-2020 Going the Distance, Gulfstream Goodwill Chapter, mentor  
2017-present PBC Reentry Task Force, advisory member 
  Data and Evaluation Subcommittee, member (2018-present) 

Youth Reentry Subcommittee, member (2018-present) 
Sustainability Subcommittee, member (2018-2019) 
Sexual Offenses Subcommittee, member (2020-present) 

  Recidivism Workgroup (2018) 
  Program Workgroup (2018) 
2017-2020 Frequent User Systems Engagement (FUSE) Policy Group, member  
2017-2018 PBC 2018 Reentry Summit Planning Committee, member 
  Program Subcommittee, chair  
2015-2017 Miami-
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PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS  
 
American Society of Criminology 

Division on Corrections and Sentencing 
Division of Public Opinion and Policy 

Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences 
Corrections Section 

 
H ONORS AND AWARDS  
 
2023 Florida Atlantic University Faculty Service Award, awardee 
2020 Florida Atlantic University Faculty Service Award, nominee 
2020 Florida Atlantic University Presidential Award for Outstanding Faculty-Led Community 

Engagement for Community Engaged Research/Scholarship, nominee 
2019 Florida Atlantic University Assistant Professor Researcher of the Year, nominee 
2018 Florida Atlantic University Presidential Award for Outstanding Faculty-Led Community 

Engagement for Community Engaged Research/Scholarship, awardee 
2015 Florida Atlantic University Honorary Faculty Football Coach 
2014 Sam Houston State University Graduate Research Exchange – Most Impactful Research 

Award, awardee 
2014 Sam Houston State University Outstanding Teaching Assistant Award, nominee 
2014  Sam Houston State University Excellence in Writing Recognition 
2013  Sam Houston State University Excellence in Writing Recognition 
2012  Sam Houston State University Excellence in Writing Recognition 
2011 Sam Houston State University Mentoring Award – Finalist 


